380                                 APPENDIX.
providing a boat from the Quarter-Master, Major Kiers, at Stoney Point, with every publicity, I was surprised that he should request me to go in the night. He begged me to procure for him hands from among my tenants, that had been used to the water. I stated to him the impropriety of conducting a flag in a manner which I deemed unprecedented; but he overruled my objection by assurances that it was properly understood on board the Vulture, and that the business was of a nature not to be generally known, for the present, among the citizens. Having made the promise, I could not recede, and with much reluctance, I consented to go; but he had great difficulty to persuade my tenants to accompany me, as they were intimidated by the danger of the undertaking by night; nor would they have consented, although promised handsome pay, and menaced with confinement for their non-compliance, if I had not appeared willing to countenance the measure, assuring them that it was, in my opin^-"ion, for the good of the country, which, upon the representations of Gen. Arnold, were my real sentiments.
Accordingly Gen. Arnold had given the order for muffling the oars, that we might not be impeded by the boats that guarded the shores; a precaution necessary, as there was a. regular water patrol, to prevent those disaffected to the American interest, or tories, as the friends of the royal cause were called, from carrying provisions or intelligence to the British ships occasionally lying in the river. This precaution, however, staggered the confidence of the eldest of the watermen, who bluntly told Gen. Arnold that, if the business was of a fair and upright nature, as he assured them it was, he saw no necessity for any disguise; or to seize the veil of night to execute that which might as well be transacted in broad day light. The watermen were simple, honest, had been accustomed to their occupation, and were my tenants, in whom I could place the utmost confidence; arid it afterwards appeared, I was not deceived. Gen. Arnold insisted on their pursuing the business, and assured them he